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AGENDA

TUESDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2016 

From 13.00	 Registration

14.00 – 14.30 	� Political Opening 
	 Chair: Marie-Helene Boulanger, Acting Director, DG Justice, European Commission

	 Welcoming remarks 
	 • �Normunds Popens, Deputy Director General, DG REGIO, European Commission
	 • �Abel Ravasz, Slovak Government Plenipotentiary for Roma Communities, EU SK Presidency
	 • �Valeriu Nicolae, Special Representative of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe for Roma issues

14.30 – 14.45	 �Results of the second FRA EU minorities and discrimination survey focused on Roma
	 Michael O’Flaherty, Director, EU Fundamental Rights Agency

14.45 – 15.30	 �Political panel on mutual accountability of all stakeholders regarding the effectiveness 
of policies, including funding

	� Moderator: Ivan Ivanov, Director, European Roma Information Office, Brussels, Belgium

	 Panellists:

• �Normunds Popens, Deputy Director General, 
DG REGIO, European Commission

• �Martin Collins, Director, Pavee Point, Ireland

• �Theano Fotiou, Alternate Minister of Labour, 
Social Insurance and Social Solidarity, Greece 

• �Nikolay Kirilov, Roma-Lom Foundation, Bulgaria

• �Oana Popescu, State Secretary for EU affairs, 
Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Protection  
and Elderly Persons, Romania

• �Jamen Gabriela Hrabanova, Deputy Director, 
European Roma, Grassroots Organisations Network

• �Damian Draghici, Member of the European 
Parliament

• �Slobodan Veinovic, Senior Advisor for Social Affairs, 
Town of Cakovec, Croatia

15.30 – 16.30	 Plenary discussion

16.30 – 16.45	 Coffee break

16.45 – 17.30	� Political panel on mutual accountability of all stakeholders regarding effective partnership 
and Roma (1) participation, including Roma women and youth

	 Moderator: Massimo Serpieri, Deputy Head of Unit, DG JUST, European Commission

	 �Panellists:

• �Tiina Astola, Director General, DG Justice, 
European Commission

• �Ana Maria Duminică, Agentia Impreuna, Romania

• �Károly Czibere, Minister of State for Social Affairs 
and Inclusion, Ministry of Human resources, Hungary

• �Carmen Georghe, E-Romnja Association, Romania

• �Georgi Krastev, Deputy Chairman of the National 
Council for Cooperation on Ethnic and Integration, 
Bulgaria

• �Vicente Rodriguez, TernYpe, Roma Youth Network, 
Spain

• �Soraya Post, Member of the European Parliament • �Colin Havard, Community Development Coordinator, 
Sheffield City Council, United Kingdom

17.30 – 18.30	 Plenary discussion

18.30 – 19.00	� TernYpe International Roma Youth Network side event on remembrance, education 
and recognition of the Roma Genocide 

19.00 	 Networking dinner

(1)	� The term “Roma” is used – similarly to other political documents of the European Parliament and the European Council – as an umbrella which includes groups of people who 
have more or less similar cultural characteristics, such as Sinti, Travellers, Kalé, Gens du voyage, etc. whether sedentary or not; around 80% of Roma are estimated to be 
sedentary (SEC(2010)400).



European Platform 
for Roma Inclusion 
Mutual accountability of all

WEDNESDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2016

From 08.00	 Registration

09.00 – 09.30	 Setting the scene together based on outcomes from the previous day 
	 Massimo Serpieri, Deputy Head of Unit, DG Justice, European Commission
	 Ivan Ivanov, Director of European Roma Information office

09.30 – 10.00	 Discussions on our personal contributions 
	 (facilitated by Commission facilitators)

10.00 – 10.30	 Coffee break

10.30 – 12.00	 Sharing stories about our work for Roma integration 
	 (Coordinated by Commission facilitators)

12.00 – 13.00	 Buffet lunch 

13.00 – 14.30	 What have we achieved so far and what do we need to do next ?

14.30 – 15.00	 Coffee break

15.00 – 16.15	 Plenary session combined with the conclusions on the way forward 
	 Rapporteurs:		 Violeta Naydenova, Policy Analyst, Open Society European Policy Institute 
			   Florin Botonogu, Policy Center for Roma Minorities

	 Chair: 	 	 Marie-Helene Boulanger, Acting Director, DG Justice, European Commission

	 Panellists:		  Věra Jourová, Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality  
			   Neil Kerr, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Representation of Malta to the EU



GOVERNMENTS 
REPRESENTATIVES 
Theano Fotiou
Alternate Minister of Labour, Social Insurance 
and Social Solidarity, Greece

Károly Czibere
Minister of State for Social Affairs 
and Inclusion, Ministry of Human Capacities, 
Hungary

Oana Popescu 
State Secretary for EU affairs, Ministry 
of Labour, Family, Social Protection 
and Elderly Persons, Romania

Ábel Ravasz
Plenipotentiary of the Government 
of the Slovak Republic for Roma 
Communities, Slovak Republic

Georgi Krastev 
Deputy Chairman of the National Council for 
Cooperation on Ethnic and Integration issues, 
Bulgaria

Neil Kerr
Deputy Permanent Representative, 
Permanent Representation of Malta 
to the EU, Malta

Susanne Pfanner
Ministry for Arts and Culture, 
Constitution and Media, Austria

Isabelle Martijn 
Inter-Ministerial Working Group on Roma 
Inclusion, State Secretary for Social 
Integration, Belgium

Vincent Gérard
Public Service of Wallonia, Belgium 

Daphné Costes
Flemish government, Belgium

Rositsa Ivanova
Secretariat of the National Council for 
Cooperation on Ethnic and Integration Issues, 
Council of Ministers, Bulgaria

Branko Sočanac
Government Office for Human Rights 
and Rights of National Minorities, Croatia

Zdeněk Doubravský
Government Council for Roma Minority 
Affairs Unit and Secretariat 
of the Government, Czech Republic

Mall Saul
Ministry of Education and Research, Estonia

Anneli Weiste-Paakkanen
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health 
Department for Promotion of Welfare 
and Health, Finland

Sophie Jacquemont
Inter-ministerial Delegation 
for accommodation and access  
to housing (DIHAL), France

Antonia Zahn
Federal Ministry of Interior,  
National minorities and European Policy 
on minorities division, Germany

Eleytheria Thsakiropolou
Ministry of Labour, Social Insurance 
and Social Solidarity, Greece

Katerina Giantsiou
Special Representative for Roma Issues, 
Ministry of Labour, Social Insurance 
and Social Solidarity, Greece

Alexandros Oikonomou
National Centre for Social Solidarity (EKKA), 
Greece

Zsuzsanna Sebestyen
Ministry of Human Capacities, Hungary

Caroline Spring
Equality Division Department of Justice 
and Equality, Ireland

Alessandro Pistecchia
National Office Against Racial Discriminations 
(UNAR), Italy

Deniss Kretalovs
Ministry of Culture, Republic of Latvia

Vida Montvydaitė
Department of National minorities under 
the Government of the Republic of Lithuania

Gražina Sluško
Department of National minorities under 
the Government of the Republic of Lithuania

Malou Kapgen
Ministry of Family and Integration 
and the Great Region, Luxembourg

Brian Farrugia
Ministry for Social Dialogue, Consumer 
Affairs and Civil Liberties, Malta

Martijn Kraaij
Ministry for Social Affairs and Employment, 
Netherland

Sónia Costa
High Commission for Migrations, Portugal

Elena Iordanescu
Ministry of European Funds, Romania 

Jan Hero
Office of the Plenipotentiary 
of the Government of the Slovak Republic 
for Roma Communities, Slovak Republic

Michal Slachta
Office of the Plenipotentiary 
of the Government of the Slovak Republic 
for Roma Communities, Slovak Republic

Tjaša Herman
Office for National Minorities,  
Government of the Republic of Slovenia

Stanko Baluh
Office for National Minorities,  
Government of the Republic of Slovenia

José Miguel Machimbarrena Cuerda
Ministry of Health, Social Services 
and Equality, Spain 

Maria Engvall
Ministry of Culture, Sweden

Ian Naysmith
Department for Communities  
and Local Government, United Kingdom

Adnan Jasika
Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Jiří Svojše
Social Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of the Czech Republic to the EU

Antero Kiviniemi
Social Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of Finland to the EU

Ioanna Palla
Social Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of Greece to the EU

Robin Baltes
Social Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of Germany to the EU

Melinda Horváth
Social Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of Hungary to the EU

Anete Kurzemniece
Counsellor, Permanent Representation 
of the Republic of Latvia to the EU

Andrei Luchici
Social Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of Romania to the EU

Aniela Aron
Social Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of Romania to the EU

Jan Balaz
Social Attaché for Roma and Roma inclusion, 
Permanent Representation of the Slovak 
Republic to the EU

Janja Kaker Kavar
Social Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of Slovenia to the EU

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
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Ana María Prejigueiro Rodrguez
Social Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of Spain to the EU

Wivianne Hult
Social Attaché, Permanent Representation 
of Sweden to the EU

REPRESENTATIVES OF LOCAL 
OR REGIONAL AUTHORITIES
Stefan Almer
City of Vienna, Austria

Maaike Buyst
City of Ghent, Belgium

Gospodin Gospodinov 
Maglizh Municipality, Bulgaria

Slobodan Veinovic
City of Cakavec, Croatia

Reet Reispass
Kohila municipality, Estonia

Jenni Kettunen
City of Kajaani, Finland

Jérôme Normand
Ile-de France Region, France

Maria Prifti
Municipality of Spata Artemis, Greece

Endre Baracsi
Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg Country, Hungary

Barbara Heslin
Longford County Council, Ireland

Andrea Luccaroni 
Municipality of Faenza, Italy

Ilga Antuža
Jelgava city municipality, Latvia

Eric van der Sommen 
Veldhoven city, Netherlands

Elżbieta Mirga-Wójtowicz 
Provincial Office in Krakow, Poland

Ana Umbelino
Municipality of Torres Vedras, Portugal

Vladimir Prebilič
Municipality of Kočevje, Slovenia

Moa Maria Nordin
County Board of Stockholm, Sweden

Colin Havard
Sheffield City Council, United Kingdom

NATIONAL AND  
EU PRO-ROMA AND  
ROMA CIVIL SOCIETY 
REPRESENTATIVES
Emiliano Aliu
Albania 

Adriatik Hasantari
Roma Active, Albania

Gordana Djordjevic
Thara Volkshilfe, Austria

Irina Spataru
Romano Centru, Austria

Ahmed Ahkim 
Roma and Travellers Mediation Center, 
Belgium

Christine Crutzen
Bureau Européen des Gens du Voyage, 
Belgium

Ronald Lucardie
EUNOMAD, Belgium

Dragan Jokovic
Otaharin, Bosnia-Herzegovina

Daniela Mihaylova
Equal Opportunities Initiative Association, 
Bulgaria

Teodora Krumova 
AMALIPE Center, Bulgaria

Milena Ilieva
World without Borders, Bulgaria

Nikolay Kirilov
Roma Standing Conference, Bulgaria

Zarko Ognyanov
European Roma Association, Bulgaria

Vera Asenova Lyubenova
National Roma Platform representative, 
Bulgaria

Marijana Matijević
Udruga mladeži Roma Hrvatske, Croatia

Michal Mižigár
Miret, z. s. Czech Republic

Tomáš Ščuka
Youth Roma Parliament, Czech Republic

Michal Miko
Slovo 21, Czech Republic

Miroslav Klempar 
Roma Initiative Office, Czech Republic

Zalina Dabla
South-Estonia Roma Union, Estonia

Reet Reispass
National Roma Platform representative, 
Estonia

Manon Fillonneau
CNDH Romeurope, France

Ramona Gronstrand
Kajaani University of Applied Sciences, 
Finland

Jonathan Mack
Central Council of German Sinti and Roma, 
Germany

Pelagia Pachi
ANTIRROPON, Greece

Sofia Kaziani 
National Roma Platform representative, 
Greece

Zsanett  Julia Szabo 
“You need to be present!” Foundation, 
Hungary

Csaba Olah
Hungary

Galya Stoyanova
Romedia Foundation, Hungary

Michael Power
Involve Ltd / Travellers’ Voice Magazine, 
Ireland

Martin Collins 
Pavee Point, Ireland

Dear Collins
Pavee Point, Ireland 

Ilvia Bajrami 
Roma Youth Active, Italy

Gianpietro Losapio
Nova National Consortium, Italy

Nadia Accarino 
National Roma Platform representative, Italy

Konsuela Maciulevičiūtė
Roma Integration Center, Lithuania

Svetlana Novopolskja
Roma Centre Vilnius, Lithuania

Sandra Vansevičiūtė
National Roma Platform representative, 
Lithuania

Roksana Rudeviča
Roma Culture Centre, Latvia

Sebihana Skenderovska
National Roma Centum, Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 



Ashmet Elezovski
National Roma Centrum, Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia

Mustafa Jakupov
RROMA organisation, Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia

Samir Jaha
NVO Mladi Roma, Montenegro

Iara de Witte 
Defence for children, Netherlands

Peter Jorna
Consultancy Social Inclusion, Netherlands

Amet Jasar
European Roma Information Office, 
Netherlands

Stanislav Daniel
Romani Early Years Network, Netherlands

Kostana Jovanovic
National Roma Platform representative, 
Netherlands

Luis Romão
SilabaDinamica, Portugal

Mário Serrano
National Roma Platform representative, 
Portugal

Florin Nasture
Roma Cultural Center O Del Amenca, 
Romania

Simona Cristina Radu
National Roma Platform representative, 
Romania

Laura Greta Marin
Human Catalyst organisation, Romania

Marius Alexandru Radulescu
Sastipen Roma Center for Health policies, 
Romania

Daniel Radulescu
Sastipen Roma Center for Health policies, 
Romania

Marian Costica Mandache 
Romani CRISS Association, Romania

Carmen Gheorghe 
E-romnja Association, Romania

Ana Maria Duminică
“IMPREUNA” Agency for Community 
Development Foundation, Romania

Florin Botonogu
Policy Center for Roma and Minorities, 
Romania

Marius Tudor
Romani CRISS Association, Romania

Stanka Jankovic
Ecumenical Humanitarian Organisation, 
Serbia

Dejan Markovic
Forum Serbija, Serbia

Mensur Haliti
Open Society Foundation, Serbia

Sandi Horvat
National Roma Platform representative, 
Slovenia

Darko Rudas
Association for the Development  
of the Roma minority – Preporod, Slovenia

Richard Koky
Healthy Communities, Slovak Republic

Michal Kubo
Healthy Communities, Slovak Republic

Vladimir Rafael
eduRoma, Slovak Republic

Daniel Záslav
Roma Youth representative, Slovak Republic

Mário Lacko
Roma Youth representative, Slovak Republic

Mária Berkyová
Roma Youth representative, Slovak Republic

Olina Kováčová
Roma Youth representative, Slovak Republic

Juraj Vozar
Roma Youth Association, Slovak Republic

Vicente Rodriguez Fernandez
RomaPop, Spain

Patricia Caro
Veus Gitanes, Spain

Sandra Maria Heredia Fernandez
Fakali Federation of Associations  
of Romani women, Spain

Gonzalo Montaño
Fundacion Secretariado Gitano, Spain

Rafael Saavedra Rodrigues
Internation Roma Union, Spain

Fabián Daniel Sánchez
National Roma Platform representative, 
Spain

Mersion Pejda
Roma mediator from Linköping municipality, 
Sweden

Rosita Gronfors
Romani Women Shelter, Sweden

Levente Sensever
Zero Discrimination, Turkey

Assen Slavchev
Roma Support Group, London, United 
Kingdom

Liviu Ion Dinu
Kaskoskan, United Kingdom

Catrinel Motoc
Amnesty International, United Kingdom

Miranda Vuolasranta
European Roma and Travellers Forum

Zoran Dimov
International Roma Union

Atanas Zahariev
European Roma Rights Centre

Ivan Ivanov 
European Roma Information Office

Marta Pinto
European Roma Information Office

Belén Sánchez-Rubio
Fundacicion Secretariado Gitano

Julie Pascoet
European Network Against Racism

Catherine Mallet
The Salvation Army, EU Affairs office

Violeta Naydenova
Open Society European Policy Institute

Anna Striethorst
Open Society Foundation, Budapest

Stephan Burger
Eurodiaconia

Jamen Gabriela Hrabanova
European Roma Grassroots Organisations 
Network

Berber Biala-Hettinga
Amnesty International

Zita Kakalejcikova
Habitat for Humanity International

Ali Khan 
European Foundation Centre

Zoltan Massay-Kosoubek
European Public Health Alliance

Maria Smirnova
European Public Health Alliance

Amana Ferro
European Anti-Poverty Network

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
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INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATIONS 
REPRESENTATIVES
Valeriu Nicolae
Council of Europe

Michaela Bauer
UNICEF

Susanne Bosman
Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights

Paul d’Auchamp
Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights

Henriett Dinok
OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights 

EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS 
REPRESENTATIVES
Věra Jourová 
Commissioner for Justice, Consumers 
and Gender Equality

Tiina Astola
Director General, DG JUSTICE, European 
Commission

Normunds Popens
Deputy Director General, DG REGIO, European 
Commission

Marie-Helene Boulanger
Acting Director, DG JUSTICE,  European 
Commission

Lina Papamichalopolou
Head of Unit, Non-discrimination  
and Roma Coordination, DG JUSTICE, 
European Commission

Massimo Serpieri
Deputy Head of Unit, Non-discrimination 
and Roma Coordination, DG JUSTICE, 
European Commission

Michael O’Flaherty
Director, EU Fundamental Rights Agency

Damian Draghici
Member of the European Parliament

Soraya Post
Member of the European Parliament

Terry Reintke
Member of the European Parliament

Peter Niedermuller
Member of the European Parliament

Dora Husz
European Commission

Jana Balazova
European Commission

Lavinia Banu
European Commission

Hristina Petkova
European Commission

Dominique BE
European Commission

Louise Bonneau
European Commission

Eva Dimovne Keresztes
European Commission

Sarita Friman-Korpela
European Commission

Dorthe Helene Fors
European Commission

Marta Garcia Fidalgo
European Commission

Maria Esposito 
European Commission

Conrad Toft
European Commission

Olga Muravjova
European Commission

Massimo Toschi
EU Fundamental Rights Agency

Aaron Israelson 
European Parliament

Rita Fober
European Parliament

Alfiaz Vaiya
European Parliament 

Philip Landon
Council of the European Union

Vera Kadas
Council of the European Union

Orhan Ushein
Regional Cooperation Council

Tamas Kadar 
Equinet, Europe

Jorg Gebhard
Belgian Equality Body

Agota Kovacs
EEA Grants/Norway Grants

TERNYPE SIDE EVENT 
REPRESENTATIVES
Dragan Radosavljevic
Minority Voice, Serbia

Biljana Jovanovic
Minority Voice, Serbia

Maria del Carmen del Saliente  
Rubia Jimenez
Nakeramos/ternYpe

Carla Andres Bauza
Nakeramos/ternYpe

Sejad Cizmic
Nakeramos/ternYpe

Graziano Halilovic
Roma Onlus

Sherry Lisa Smith
Gypsy and Traveller Empowerment Herts

Attila Ferkovics
Phiren Amenca

Monika Błaszczak
ternYpe

Daniel Grebeldinger
Nevo Parudimos/ternYpe

Laura Mihaela Turcu
Nevo Parudimos

Ismael Cortes
ternYpe

Fernando Martin Acosta Curbelo
Yag Bari/ternYpe

Antonio Eduardo Rodríguez Fernández 
Yag Bari/ternYpe

Benjamin Fischer
European Union of Jewish Students

Boian Avram-Darius
La Voix des Rroms

Sarah Haupental
ternYpe

Fechete Petru-Alexandru
Coastei Association

Anca Orbulescu
Nevo Parudimos

Alexandru Dan Petaca
Youth Roma Union from Romania

Biser Alekov
Kham

Mehmed Ersin
Balkan LGBT




